Caesar.
one of the consuls, was eqcially peiemptmy The hesitation was regaided by the stiicter senatma as a BuniLil to the older , and in spite of the effoits of the second consul Piso, who was a fiiend of Clodms, it was decided that a bill for his indictment should be submitted to the assembly in the Forum Clodms, it Beeras, was generally popular No political question was raised by the proceedings against him , foi the present his offence was merely a personal one , the wreck of Catiline's companions, the dissolute young aristocrats, the loose members of all lanks and classes, took up the cause, and gatheied to support then favorite, with young Curio, whom Ciceio called in mockery Fihola, at their head The approaches to the Forum were occupied by them Piso, by whom the bill was intioduced, himself advised the people to reject it Cato flew to the Rostra and lailed at the consul Hoitensius, the oratoi, and many otheis spoke on the same side It appeared at last that the people were divided, and would consent to the bill being passed, if it was recommended to them by both the consuls Again, therefore, tbe mattei was lefenod to the Senate One of the tribunes intioduced Clo-dius, that he might speak for himself Ciceio had now altered his mmd, and was in favor of the piose-cution
The " pretty youth " was alternately humble and violent, begging pardon, and then bursting into abuse of his brother-in-law, Lucullus, and more particularly of Ciceio, whom he suspected of being the chief promoter of tke proceedings against him. When it came to a division, the Senate voted by a majority of four hundred to fifteen that the consuls must recommend the bill Piso gave way, and the tribune also who